
Loss 
damage/injury 
consistent with 

reasonable care and 
use over a period of 

time?

Hazards that 
resulted in loss 
damage/injury 

identified?

D2D1

Were 
reasonable steps 

taken to minimize 
risk from hazard 

AND 
were no unreasonable 
steps taken to increase 

risk from hazard?D3

Loss 
due 

to identified 
hazards (high wind, 
earthquake, human 
creation, etc.) that 
exceeded control 

provided by reasonable 
steps taken?D4

Human 
created hazard?

D5

Unreasonably
hazardous?

D6

No Yes Yes Yes Yes

Benefit derived from 
inherent hazard - risk 
borne by person or 

entity 
C3b

No

Wear 
and tear

C1

Yes

Defect due to 
actions of person 

or entity 
C3a

Unknown

C2

Inherent residual 
risk - Act of 

natural world 
C4

No No No

Yes

Yes

No

No

Scientific method utilized throughout - 
inductive, deductive, and abductive reasoning 
applied as appropriate

Hypothesis testing done by analysis, modeling, 
thought experiment, or physical experiment as 
appropriate 
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